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Federal: safety, permanency, well-being

Kansas Department for Children & Families:

1. Help struggling families at the first sign of trouble, while
children can safely be kept in the home, in an effort to
reduce the number of children placed in out-of-home care

2. Provide a more stable environment for children in out-of-
home care by avoiding multiple transfers of custody and
school placements

3. Provide permanency for children in a shorter period,
whether through reintegration back into their home, or, if
needed, adoption
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Source: DCF data summarized by SFRH Coalition.



Number of kids In foster care:

AKansas is outpacing Number in
the national increase foster care

in foster care. per 1,000 kids
AUS: +9%

A Kansas: +22% Kansas: 10

AMore kids in foster
care per 1,000 kids United States: 6
than in 42 other
states.

Sources: National increase of number of children in care as of
September 30th, 2012, compared to September 30th, 2016:

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Trends in Foster Care I ‘.‘

and Adoption. strengthen families $ e

Number in care per 1,000 kids: Annie E. Casey Kids Count summary of rebuild
Child Trends analysis of federal foster care data as of 2015.



Number of kids In foster care:

Shawnee County
Monthly Average Number of Children in Foster Care
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Family preservation services have not kept pace with
increased reports of potential abuse and neglect:

Statewide SFY SFY Percent
2011 2017 change
Intake reports 59775 | 67.372 +13%

Reports assigned for

. : . 30,458 37,445 +23%
Investigation

Removals

0]
(entry into foster care) 3,408 4,020 +18%

Referrals to Family Preservation

) 2,687 2,630 -2%
Services

Source: DCF data summarized by SFRH Coalition.



Family preservation services have not kept pace with
increased reports of potential abuse and neglect

2011 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017

Family

oreservation | Heg7 | 2613 | 2476 | 2576 | 2621 | 2610 | 2630
referrals

statewide

Source: DCF data summarized by SFRH Coalition.



Shawnee County SkY SFY Percent

2011 2017 change
Intake reports 5152 5,882 +14%
_Repor_ts a_ssngned for 2652 3158 +19%
Investigation
Removals o
(entry into foster care) #20 2l =
Referrals to Family Preservation 158 514 +359

Services

Source: DCF data summarized by SFRH Coalition.



Goal: Help struggling families at the first sign of trouble, while children
can safely be kept in the home, in an effort to reduce the number of
children placed in out-of-home care

Potential solution: Allow more families to benefit
from family preservation services



Reasons for entering care:
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Social safety net programs in Kansas have assisted
many fewer children and families in recent years.

Number of children served by Number of children served by

TANF child care assistance

July 2017 7,516 July 2017 10,145

KU research demonstrates a causal connection



Goal: Help struggling families at the first sign of trouble, while children
can safely be kept in the home, in an effort to reduce the number of
children placed in out-of-home care

Potential solution:  Strengthen safety net supports.



Reasons for entering care:

Primary Removal Reason (SFY 2011-2017)
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Resources to address substance abuse issues.

Drug Endangered Child
program:

Comprehensive support for
mothers struggling with
substance abuse in
Shawnee County

Served 57 families with 108
children in 2016

Primarily funded through
the Community-Based Child
Abuse Prevention grant

Shawnee County
removals
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Goal: Help struggling families at the first sign of trouble, while children
can safely be kept in the home, in an effort to reduce the number of
children placed in out-of-home care

Potential solution: Expand resources to address
family substance abuse issues.



Number of placement moves increasing
statewide in recent years

Compliance concerns in recent federal review

Nationally, placements with relatives are
generally more stable

About a third of foster care placements are with
relatives in Shawnee County and in the state
overall
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Placement stabllity:

Placement Settings (SFY 2017)
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Source: DCF data summarized by SFRH Coalition.



Many relative homes are not licensed and receive a
lower rate of payment

Statewide, SFY 2017 Average # of Average daily
kids per month rate paid

Non-relative licensed

foster home (standard) 2,152 $21

Relative, non-licensed 2182 $3

Source: Data presented to the Kansas Child Welfare Task Force summarized by SFRH Coalition.



Goal: Provide a more stable environment for children in out-of-home
care by avoiding multiple transfers of custody and school placements

Potential solution: Provide relative placements
more financial support and address potential
licensing barriers



Average months spent in foster care for children
exiting in SFY 2017/ to:

Reunification: 10 months



